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Inhalt:  In an age of increasing globalisation, uncertainty, risk and speed, 

the pressing scientific, social and economic problems of our 
times – climate, sustainability, security, health, ageing, truth – 
demand more than one disciplinary lens to bring them more 
clearly into view. It seems desirable for more academics to 
become interdisciplinary-minded.  But in terms of threshold 
theory this entails their passing through a ‘liminal phase’ of 
transformation into new conceptual and personal territory, 
crossing boundaries into an untravelled world in which previously 
inaccessible perspectives, and new subjectivities come into view.  

 
The notion of a learning threshold offers a useful conceptual tool 
through which to consider the nature of interdisciplinarity and the 
challenges it presents.   This talk proposes that, for many 
discipline-minded, ‘tribal’ academics, interdisciplinarity presents 
many characteristics of a threshold concept and the transition to 
interdisciplinary (and transdisciplinary) ways of thinking and 
practising may prove troublesome as it involves a loosening of 
very deep academic disciplinary identities, which may act, in the 
words of the poet Blake, as ‘mind-forged manacles’.   

 
Referent/in:  Prof. Dr. Ray Land 

Ray Land is Emeritus Professor of Higher Education and Emeritus 
Fellow of University College at Durham University. He has 
published widely in the field of educational research, including 
works on academic development, learning technology and quality 
enhancement. He is best known for his theory (with Jan Meyer) of 
Threshold Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge.  He has been 
a higher education consultant for the OECD, the European 
Commission (EC) and the British Council and has recently been 



involved in projects in Europe, Latin America and India.  He has 
given presentations on his research in over fifty countries across 
six continents. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and a Principal Fellow of the 
Higher Education Academy.   
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