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Inhalt:  The ‘threshold concepts’ approach to student learning advocates 

the idea that certain concepts or practices can act in the manner 
of a portal, through which a changed perspective opens up for 
the learner. The learner enters new conceptual territory, which 
permits previously inaccessible ways of thinking and practising.  
These conceptual ‘gateways’ are often the points at which 
students experience difficulty and get stuck.  They encounter 
‘troublesome knowledge’ which requires a letting go of their 
earlier ways of ‘seeing’ and understanding a topic.  Students 
often find themselves in an ‘in-between’ state (referred to as a 
‘liminal’ state) where they can remain for some time in trying to 
figure out the new way of seeing they need to acquire.  However 
this space is also a space of transformation, in which they not 
only gain new conceptual understanding, but often have to 
change as a person. 

 
This talk outlines the particular characteristics of threshold 
concepts and discusses the ways in which knowledge might be 
troublesome.  It provides examples from different disciplines and 
looks at the implications of this approach for student learning, 
course design and modes of teaching. 

 
Referent/in:  Prof. Dr. Ray Land 

Ray Land is Emeritus Professor of Higher Education and Emeritus 
Fellow of University College at Durham University. He has 
published widely in the field of educational research, including 
works on academic development, learning technology and quality 
enhancement. He is best known for his theory (with Jan Meyer) of 
Threshold Concepts and Troublesome Knowledge.  He has been 
a higher education consultant for the OECD, the European 



Commission (EC) and the British Council and has recently been 
involved in projects in Europe, Latin America and India.  He has 
given presentations on his research in over fifty countries across 
six continents. He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and a Principal Fellow of the 
Higher Education Academy.  
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